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Contemporary Art Assignment One - Part A

What is art? My initial response was shaped by the Grayson Perry 
Reith lectures.  Looking through my learning log I can now suggest that 
contemporary art is imaginative thinking or observations, that give us an 
opportunity to make our own connection and interpretation of what is 
presented. I think it is up to the viewer, rather than being told by the art 
world, to decide whether something is art.  The viewer should be able to 
decide by the level of connection they make with the work, by considering 
questions like: Has it caused them to think about concepts or challenge 
their values?  Has it inspired or ignited their imaginations to find out more 
the world, or encouraged looking within for self enquiry? I think there also 
needs to be context, from the art world or our present world of 
understanding, to add to it's value as art.

What have I learnt? I have developed an appreciation of the Art 
World and how students become artists.  I've learnt the definition for 
familiar words like fine art, craft, contemporary art and still life. I now 
understand that many people feel confused by contemporary art and that 
context is key to aid understanding and exploration.  I've enjoyed making 
my own connections and working things out for myself. As my studies 
continue I would like explore the concept of Place, develop my research 
and time management skills and ensure I allow time for reflection and 
recovery from any potential emotional fallout! 

How is my learning log? My learning log is in 2 parts comprising 
messy exercise books of notes & scribbles with loose A4 printouts and 
then a neater blog alijayblog.wordpress.com where tidier thoughts are 
presented. I decided to go for a natural messier approach so I could get on 
with the work rather than get distracted with worrying about presentation. 
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http://alijayblog.wordpress.com


This approach is working for me and it means I've got some material to 
work with to make more visual and less wordy.  I need to learn how to 
reference images properly in the blog so I feel confident about including 
other peoples work. I'll start to make more sketches too, as I enjoyed 
doing the 2 fish themed still lifes. I'll also change to a larger format for my 
scribbly learning log allowing more space for ideas and sketches.  
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