
Reflection 
Visual Communications Assignment 3 

I have found the visual communisation course stimulating and have enjoyed 

learning about the importance of contemporary visual culture.  It has also been 

challenging for me to develop my study skills and use of wordpress for my learning 

log. 

I found the communication theory useful to understand how messages can be 

improved by designing them properly, by considering the communication conduit, 

how messages will be interpreted and who is the receiver is (Davis, 1996). It will 

certainly help me at work to clarify my own communications by considering this 

theory.         

I was pleasantly surprised by my interest in visual culture and feel like I 

benefited greatly from reading the article by Sturken (1996). I'll have to revisit some 

of the terminology used, but the article helped my growing understanding of the 

academic art world and how it has been challenged to move beyond the elitism of 

fine art and incorporate popular culture. By understanding more of art history it is 

helping me to reflect on my own relationship to art and my place within it. I have also 

reflected on the impact of the reformation, visual culture and availability of colour in 

peoples lives in my learning log.         

This part of the course has been stimulating visually and I've enjoyed working to 

make my notes more image based and interesting for future reference. The physical 

interaction of scissors and glue always helps me to think and feel better, so I did opt 

to experiment with collage in the re-contextualising images exercise (project 2, 

exercise 2). By doing this it made me appreciate the time, planning and design that 

collage artist must deploy compared to my Sunday afternoon experiment at depicting 

the modern slave trade. 

I have been conscious of developing my research skills during this part of the 

course. Before starting the visual conventions for time and place exercise (project 4, 

exercise 3) I revisited the 'Introduction to Studying at HE' course and made notes on 
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how to do research.  This helped me plan how to do successful web searches, rather 

than web browsing and time wasting! My approach is now to make a plan for my 

search, produce a quick mind map, list key words and set time limits for my 

searches. I tried to target quality information such as image libraries, academic 

institutions, journals and also discovered the Encyclopaedia Britannica which is peer 

edited, so potentially more reliable than Wikipedia! Whilst on the web I kept open 

'cite this for me' to help create an ongoing bibliography which was especially useful 

for my assignment project.     

I am interested in studying visual communication further to understand visual 

language and how to communicate without heavy reliance on text. I am considering 

taking an illustration course but am keen to keep an open mind until after studying 

photography and textiles. I've enjoyed studying this module and look forward to 

developing how I communicate visually in the future.   
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